——

fan]

6
FREE Tax Preparation

from AARP Foundation Tax-Aide

Parks and Recreation | Senior Center Network



Our team has your back . . .

hips, knees, and more!

The Wellness Center at Grand Traverse Pavilions is the
area’s most comprehensive therapeutic environment
including state of the art equipment and a 92 degree
therapeutic poal.

Offering physical, occupational, and speech therapy, our
experienced team of therapists will address vour specific
needs. Our continuum of service extends from short-term
inpatient rehabilitation to outpatient therapy and community
programs.

Think vou can’t be well? We'll help you think again.

gtpavilions.org « (231) 932-3000

Samaritas Senior Living of Traverse City
Set up a tour: (231) 408-3385 or ewhit@samaritas.org

[ndependent S Assisted Living

4354 Mr. Hope Rd., Williamsburg, M1 49600

Samaritas
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TCAPS Arts & Athletic Events

JOIN THE FUN!

“"Wizard of Oz" Theatre Performance

Jan. 11-12,7 PM |WSH Auditorium [
dtny N GAESTEVENT
TC Central vs. TC West Boys' Varsity Basketball
Jan. 22, 7 PM | WSH Gymnasium | Offer gaod for up to one $3.00

beverage. Not redeemable for cash.
TC West vs. TC Central Girls’ Varsity Basketball | Morefunds.
Feb. 1,7 PM | CHS Gymnasium

TC West vs. TC Central Hockey

Feb.&6,7 PM | Howe Arena | BB ——
TC Central “Disney & Desserts” I Im

FEb- 22'23| 7 PM & 2 PM | ':HS AUditﬂrium | Traverse City Area Public Schoals

TCAPS Seall- Please neturn ta commmnications office
| weith date used, evert, school and beverage cost.

Great C ity, Great School
wwwitcapsnet/calendar | Music: 231.933.6984 | Athletics: 2319337780 | o iRy, e = o

3-D-5-5 For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 @ www.4lpi.com HH 15-0673



People, Parks,

iPrograms

All Grand Traverse County offices are closed on these
days: Tuesday, January 1, Monday, February 18

Parks and Recreation and Senior Center Network
closed on: Monday, January 21

Grand Traverse County Parks and Recreation

Commission Meetings
Second Thursday of month, 5 p.m.
400 Boardman Avenue, Traverse City, Michigan 49684

Business Development Team Meetings
First Tuesday of month, 5 p.m.
400 Boardman Avenue, Traverse City, Michigan 49684

Rules, Fees Ad Hoc, Future of Parks Ad Hoc and
Strategic Planning Ad Hoc Committee Meetings

As necessary

1213 W. Civic Center Drive Traverse City, Michigan 49686
231-922-4818

GRAND TRAVERSE COUNTY
PARKS & RECREATION

Director: Kristine Erickson
(kerickson@grandtraverse.org)

B

Enhancing community and quality of life
through people, parks, and programs.

Grand Traverse County Senior Center Network

Membership: Grand Traverse County residents 60 and over join FREE.
Residents under 60 pay $10 per year; all others pay $50 per year. County
seniors unable to pay membership fee may apply for a scholarship.

To contribute to the scholarship fund, please call 231-922-4911 or visit
the Traverse City location.

Acme: Samaratis
4354 Mt. Hope Road, Williamsburg, Michigan 49690

Fife Lake: Fife Lake Public Library
77 Lakecrest Lane, Fife Lake, Michigan 49633

Interlochen: Golden Fellowship Hall
9700 Riley Road, Interlochen, Michigan 49643

Kingsley: The Rock
115 E. Blair Street, Kingsley, Michigan 49649

. x./g;.:'.'..l

Traverse City: Senior Center
801 E. Front Street, Traverse City, Michigan 49686

Manager: Lori Wells (lwells@grandtraverse.org)

Making longer lives, better lives.

20 19 Save-the-Dates

Dates and events are subject to change.
Watch for more details in future newsletters.
January 3: Power Island camping
reservations accepted for 2019

January 24: Interlochen Open House
February 5: AARP Tax Appointments begin
March 1: Kingsley Open House

March 22, 23, 24: 27th Annual Northwest
Michigan Camper and RV Show

April 8: Summer sports registration begins
March 15, 16, 17: Traverse City Boat and
Water Sports Show

April 5, 6, 7: Up North Lake and Cottage
Show

April 27: RecycleSmart Earth Day Event
April 22: Shredding Week

May 3: 90 Over 90 Brunch

May 5: TADL Adult Spelling Bee

May 15: “Ideas for Life” Senior Expo

June 8: Project Fresh Coupon Distribution
July 2: Cherry Festival Distinguished
Senior Breakfast

July 3: Cherry Festival Shuffleboard
Tournament

July 5: Cherry Festival Euchre Tournament
September 23: Fall Prevention Day
September 25: Kingsley Home and

Health Fair

October 9: Hometown Heroes Veterans’
Appreciation

October 24: Interlochen Home and

Health Fair

November 6: Fife Lake Veterans’
Appreciation

November 13: Kingsley Veterans’
Appreciation

November 14: Interlochen Veterans’
Appreciation

December 2: Mitten Tree Collection Begins

Grand Traverse County People, Parks, and Programs is a bi-monthly publication with the purpose of informing to improve the quality of life among county residents,
published for Grand Traverse County by Parks and Recreation and the Senior Center Network. For inquires or to be added to the mailing list, call 231-922-4911 or send
an e-mail to dmikowski@grandtraverse.org. Copyright © 2019 Grand Traverse County, 400 Boardman Avenue, Traverse City, Michigan 49684




We will enhance community and quality of
life through people, parks, and programs.

Oﬁtdoor Theater Comes to YOUR Civic

Center Next Summer

Grand Traverse County’s Civic Center Park in the heart
of Traverse City is the hub of recreation for our region
and beyond. The 44-acre property features ball fields,
the newly renovated indoor Easing Pool, Howe Arena,
a walking-jogging path, picnic pavilion, skate park, a
new 10,000-square-foot playground, the Native
American Marker Tree, and a diverse landscape. What
many don’t know about the park is that there is an
outdoor amphitheater located in its southwest corner.

The amphitheater is one of the park’s best kept
secrets, long i c . 3
neglected and
rarely used. Tucked
away in a small ;
vale, surrounded

by a green, lush
landscape, it would
be the perfect
place to experience
everything from
Shakespeare to
Santana. In 1978,
the structure was
built as a “band
shell”, a place for
outdoor concerts,
dances, and theater
performances. Somewhere along the way, the shell
was removed, leaving an exposed cement slab with
storage underneath, and it became the“amphitheater”
of today. The south end of the structure often is

targeted by graffiti artists, and the facility only is
rented two or three times each year, according to
Grand Traverse County Parks and Recreation Director
Kristine Erickson.

Enter Parallel 45 Theatre, a well-established,
professional theater company based in Traverse
City. In summer 2018, Parallel 45 proposed to the
county’s Parks and Recreation Commission that the
company bring an outdoor summer play repertory
to Civic Center Park and help Parks and Recreation

; e revitalize the
amphitheater.
Commissioners
approved the concept
# and authorized Parks
and Recreation to
enter into an
agreement with the
group. By September
‘¥ 2018, a three-year user
agreement was signed.
The agreement assigns
certain tasks to each
party related to
refurbishing the
amphitheater.

Architectural Renderings of Finished Performance Venue at Civic Center Park

Parallel 45 will pay between $230,000 and $250,000
to install a saddle span tent over the existing
amphitheater, and provide new seating and sound and
lighting equipment. As owner of the facility, County



Parks and Recreation will make up to an
estimated $150,000 worth of permanent
improvements to accommodate the tent and to
make the amphitheater accessible to all.
Improvements to be made by the county include
expanding the asphalt walking path to reach the
amphitheater; constructing an ADA-accessible
concrete ramp for access from the extended
walking path up to the amphitheater’s stage;
constructing concrete stairways leading from the
rear of the amphitheater to the ground; adding a
concrete riser in front of the amphitheater; and
upgrading power service to accommodate sound
and lighting needs.

“This will be an investment in the community
and in County Parks and Recreation,” said Parks
and Recreation Director Kristine Erickson. “A
revitalized amphitheater creates a wonderful
opportunity for Parks and Recreation to continue
to fulfill its mission to “enhance community and
quality of life through people, parks, and
programs,” she explained. “It will address our
region’s needs for more outdoor cultural
experiences and outdoor event venues, and
deepen our community's connection to our
beloved park.” Erickson also pointed out that,
with such a venue available in centrally located
Traverse City, residents and visitors would not
have to travel as far to enjoy outdoor
entertainment and cultural events during the
summer and fall months.

Parks and Recreation’s partnership with Parallel
45 will make it possible to develop a high-caliber,
immersive performance space for all to enjoy.
The new theater space will accommodate up to
150 audience members on the current
amphitheater stage, simultaneously with the
actors!

Parallel 45 will pay rent to use the amphitheater
each year during the term of the agreement, and
Parks and Recreation also will be able rent the
facility to users during the weeks prior to and
following Parallel 45’s season. Revenues from
those rentals (concerts, weddings, parties, and
special events) will be used to help sustain Civic
Center Park’s and the amphitheater’s future,
according to Erickson, who calls it the “win-win
aspect” of the agreement.

Although the Parks Department does not have
additional budgeted funds in 2019 to pay for this
project, Erickson says she is confident there are
grant opportunities available and donors
interested in supporting a new outdoor
performance venue at Civic Center Park.

Architectural Renderings of Finished Performance Venue at
Civic Center Park

Her department has been applying for grants
and promoting the project to donors since
November 2018. The goal is to have the theater
ready for rent by June 1, 2019.

Meanwhile, season tickets for Parallel 45’s

2019 summer season went on sale in November
2018. The theater company also is applying for
grants and communicating with potential donors
to help support the purchase of the tent, seating,
and sound-lighting equipment.

According to Executive Director Erin Anderson
Whiting, Parallel 45’s mission is “to produce
cutting-edge interpretations of classic plays,
giving familiar stories new life and fresh relevance
for our Northwest Michigan audience,” and “to
entertain, encourage critical thought, and inspire
conversation in our community.”

Both Whiting and Erickson agree that the
amphitheater and the area surrounding it
deserve to be used and enjoyed by the
community again. As Whiting put it, “Parallel 45
and Parks and Recreation believe that coming
together in a public setting such as the Civic
Center and the amphitheater will help place art
at the heart of our everyday lives.”

Interested in donating to the “Revitalize Our
Amphitheater in Civic Center Park” project?
Mail or deliver a check (made out to “GTCPR")
to Parks and Recreation, 1213 W. Civic Center
Drive, Traverse City, Michigan 49686 or call
231-922-4818 with a credit card. For more
information about the project and all county
parks, call 231-922-4818 or visit
grandtraverse.org/parks on line. To order tickets
for Parallel 45’s 2019 season, visit parallel45.org
on line.
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Making longer lives, better lives.

Special Programs

To register, please call 231-922-2080 or send an e-mail to dmikowski@grandtraverse.org.

Register Early for YOUR FREE Tax I_’reparation from AARP Foundation Tax-Aide
Traverse City: 801 E. Front Street

Appointments are also available in Kingsley and Interlochen.

Appointments are required and begin in February. You may request
an appointment beginning on Monday, January 21. Simple federal
and Michigan 2018 income tax returns can be prepared and e-filed

for low-to-middle income filers. Taxpayers with complex tax
returns are advised to seek paid tax assistance.

Programs and Events

Senior Center members, be sure to
register in advance for Senior Center
Network programs and special

events. Advance registration helps

staff determine logistics and amount

of food and materials necessary for
each program. It also helps staff decide
whether a program will be held.
Because programs and events may

be canceled due to low interest,
registering as soon as you are
interested in a program is advisable.
When an event or program is

canceled due to low participation,

a refund or credit will be issued.
Otherwise, a refund may be

made only when a member

provides 48 hours’ advance Interlochen: 9700 Riley Road
notice of his or her Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. FREE
cancellation, and provides Looking for something fun to do this winter? Come play classic games
a written request to the such as Social Bridge, Kings in the Corner and board games with your
Senior Center Network. friends, or learn new games such as Piggit and Hoggit. No registration
or partner required.

Hobby Group
Interlochen: 9700 Riley Road

Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. FREE

Bring your favorite craft or learn techniques from others.
Painters, crocheters, knitters, and other hobbyists welcomed.



Bridge Refresher

Traverse City: 801 E. Front Street

Begins Friday, January 11, 9 a.m.

$20 plus S5 for book. Want to brush up on your
skills? Take this 6-week refresher course.
Advance registration required.

Mah Jongg Strategy Sessions

Traverse City: 801 E. Front Street

Tuesdays, January 15, 22, 29, 10 a.m.

S5 each session. Join Barbara Disborough to
learn more about winning strategies for this
ancient tile game. These sessions are not lessons,
they are for beginner or intermediate players
who wish to improve their game. Two hours of
mostly one-on-one attention while playing.
Advance registration required.

Learning for Longevity: Choose to be well;

staying motivated all year long!

Munson Community Health Center, Rooms

A and B, 550 Munson Avenue, Traverse City
Wednesday, January 16, 1:30 p.m. FREE

Staying motivated to exercise and eat healthy all
year long can be challenging. During this
presentation, an exercise specialist and a dietitian
from Munson will provide tips and tools on how
to maintain motivation to be active and enjoy a
healthy diet all year long. Advance registration
required; call 231-935-9265.

Money Series:
Making Sense
of Roth

Conversions

Traverse City:

801 E. Front Street

Wednesday,

January 16,

Seri 10:30 a.m. FREE
€ri€s.0rg  attend the Front Street

Foundation’s Money Series to learn what a Roth

Conversion is and how it could create tax savings

and help your heirs, too! Front Street Foundation

is a local nonprofit with a mission to provide open

access to financial education for all. Advance

registration required.

FROMNT STREET
FOUNDATION

m ohieN

Money-

FREE Hot Cocoa Bar Day
Traverse City: 801 E. Front Street
Wednesday, January 16, 12 p.m.

Fife Lake: 77 Lakecrest Lane
Wednesday, January 16, 12 p.m.

Kingsley: 115 E. Blair Street
Wednesday, January 16, 12 p.m.

Interlochen: 9700 Riley Road
Thursday, January 17, 12 p.m.

Leave the cold outside and enjoy some hot
cocoa! Special flavors and fun toppings, such as
whipped cream, marshmallows, and chocolate
chips. No registration required.

Outreach Senior Center Open House
Interlochen: 9700 Riley Road
Thursday, January 24, 11:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Kingsley: 115 E. Blair Street
Friday, March 1, 12:30to 2 p.m.

Looking for something fun to do this winter?
Want to meet new people, but unsure where to
go? Or, have you wondered what programs are
offered at some of the other sites in the Senior
Center Network? All are welcome to check out
two of the sites in the Senior Center Network;
Interlochen and Kingsley. Optional pizza lunch
served at noon. Cost is $3 per person.

Advance registration for lunch required by
Monday the week of the event, by calling
231-922-2080.

FREE Legal Clinic

Interlochen: 9700 Riley Road

Thursday, January 31 and

Thursday, February 28, 1to 2 p.m.

Have a legal question, but are unsure whom to
ask? Local Attorney David Cvengros from Bishop
& Heintz, P.C. will host FREE 15-minute sessions
by appointment. Mr. Cvengros has 25 years of
experience in estate planning, real estate law,
business litigation, personal injury, and criminal
law in all local courts. Optional lunch served at
noon, $3 suggested donation for those 60 and
over; all others, S5. Advance registration
required for lunch and/or appointment by
Monday the week of the event.
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